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and the clothes thereon. To plunder that gold and silver, its
Government stripped us naked. It removed our clothes by hold-
ing out temptations to us through tyranny and all manner of
oppression.

They have taken possession of thousands of bighas1 of land
in Bengal, Ghamparan and Assam and raise crops2 on them. But
even there, the labour is entirely our people's. All trade is done
either through intimidation or deceit. This Empire, thus, has
been ruling over us by resorting to all the four methods sama,
dama, bkeda and dania? But to blame it for this is a sign of
unmanliness.

If, following in the footsteps of this Empire, 81,000 Hindus
and Muslims, out of a population of 84,000 in Bardoli taluka, op-
press the 3,000 Parsis, Christians and others, harass them, what
will the world say about us? The world will call down curses on
us as Krishna did on the tyrannical Yadavas4, and we shall
perish.

If we have acquired confidence in our own strength, we do
not need arms or guns for establishing Ramarajya] all that is
needed is awakening and knowledge.

Surely, you do not believe that the Government rules over
you by the power of its guns. In a population of 85,000 there are
only a few officials who represent the Government. They rule
you wholly with your consent, by skilfully winning your confi-
dence. But the moment you feel that you do not want to live in
subjection to those officials, that if they want to stay on they are
welcome to remain as your servants, then the 85,000 of you will
win your own freedom. I have come here in the hope that you
will be able to do this. To win freedom, it is necessary neither to
kill a single official nor to abuse any. All that you need to do is
to tell them plainly that you do not wish to co-operate with
them.

Lord Willingdon once said5 in the course of a reply to a wel-
come address that no one in India could say "No", that everyone
knows only how to say "Yes, Sir", "Yes, my lord". Now that we

1 A measure of land
2 Of jute, indigo and tea
3 Conciliation, bribery, division, and punishment
4 Lord Krishna's kinsmen.    With the advent of the Kafcyuga, they were
possessed  by   the spirit of evil and, after an orgy of drinking, fought   among
themselves and were all killed.
5 Vide Vol. XIII, p. 261.
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